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Thomas Jefferson did not believe in a
tariff for revenue only.

The sugar duty means an addition of $40,-
20,000 to the household expenses of the

country.

Bill Nye should be commissioned to draw
the next Democratic salary blll. He could
possibly make it more ridiculous.

Why should the Attorney-general send out
pfficial statemenis to the effect that the
opinions of the Supreme Court are wrong?

No doubt Senator Peffer spent a great
feal of time on his tariff bill, but there is
not much risk in predicting that it will not

pass,

Nature abhors a vacuum, but has mnever
been charged with trying to coin one.
Therein the Democrats in Congress are un-
natural.

The Peffer tariff bill 1s a disappointment
because something better was expected of a
man who was a strong protectionist a few

years ago.

A tariff for revenue only has come to
mean in the Wilson biil a tariff which will
turn the manufacturing industries of this
country over to Europe.

The Wilson bill is not so much for revenue
as the Senate bill by $41,300,000, and the
Senate bill is not so much for revenue as the
McKinley law by 331,400,000,

The courtesy of the Senate makes it nec-
essary to maintain the theory that Senators
can do no wrong. Hence the prompt ta-
bling of the Peffer resolution.

Greene Smith's idea of the dutles of an
Attorney-general seems to be to line his
pockets with unearned fees and give opin-
fons in favor of lawbreakers.

A Cleveland organ in the East says that
It would be a great thing to exchange the
Democracy of Georgia for Populism. It did
not think so in November, 1882,

The decision of the Cleveland pension offi-
clals that they will hezed the act of Congress
directing the restoration of suspended pen-
slons is an encouraging indication.

The pleuro-pneumonia among cattle, the
Russian thistle, the gypsy moth, the weevil
in wheat, the hog cholera are none of them
as hard to eradicate as the ignorant clamor
for cheap money.

The free-trade Democrats in the Henry
Clay Qistrict refer to him as if he was
one of them; but there naver was a day
when he would not have voted against
the Wilson bill or the
ments.

Voorhees amend-

Senator Peffer got a good deal of popular
approval for introducing his resolution to
Investigate the sugar speculations, but, so

far a® the report shows, he made no fight
for it. Perhaps he was restralned by the

courtesy of the Senate,

There should be no question about the
vetoing of the “Vacuum' bill by the Pres-
jdent, and the Journal does mnot believe
there is. The selgniorage bill is much
worse than another year of thec Sherman
purchase law could be.

When the history of the Brazilian revo-
lution shall be written it will be known
&as a war in which the Kkllled and wound-
ed were the victims of accident. In other
words, it was a war to frighten, not to
kill,. When the government was ready to

fight In earnest, the rebel leaders fled. -

In one respect Justice White, of the Su-
preme Court, has a unique record, No other
Judge ever took a seat In that court with a
record of having spent two weeks in the
United States Senate after his confirmation
as a judge working for the protection and
promotion of his own private interests, as
he did in the sugar business,

If It is true that the editors of the Sen-
tinel,
free-traders of Republican antecedents are
golng to of rebellion
against the old Voorhees crowd a vory

the Teoerre Haute Gazette and a few

ralse the banner

small gonfalon and a very small boy for a
standard Dbearer will suflice, the

larger

unless
flag and the bearer are to be the

part of the uprising.

T'nder the present administration the Pen-
slon Bureau is organized to reject pension
clalms.
speech In the House that in a single day
last week one examiner in the Pension Bu-

General Grosvenor stated in his

reau passed upon nearly 150 claims, and out
of thiz number rejected 135, This whole-
pale rejection of claimsg shows that there
was Hlttle their
merita, the primary object being to reject
General further stated that in
the elghty-elight counties of Ohlo, each one
of which has a board of pension examiners,
there are not on all the boards ten men
who served In the Union army. A large

proportdon of the special examiners who

\-\.
.

™\

or no investigation of

Grosvenor

are traveling over the country -in search
of alleged frauds are ex-confederates,

ENDING OR MENDING THE HOUSE
OF LORDS,

Careful reading of the speeches of Lord
Rosebery and Sir Willam Vernon-Harcourt
on the opening of Parliament show that
the popular movement against the House
of Lords is not likely to lose anything of
its strength or momentum by the retire-
ment of Mr, Gladstone. In fact, both of the
new Liberal leaders were more outspoken
in regard to the necessity of reforming or
disciplining the House of Lords than Mr.
Gladstone has ever been, Hls last speech
in the House of Commons was a great
disappointment to many of his followers in
this respect. It was generally expected that
he would dellver a strong attack upon the
upper house and emphasize the issue of
mending or ending the House of Lords in
such a way as to force the fighting. But
he handled the subject very gingerly and
dismissed it with a few timid and noncom-
mittal generalitles. Not so with the new
leaders. Lord Rosebery, in his speech at
the meeting of Liberals before Parliament
convened, which seems to have been what
we would call a caucus, sald:

The conviction has long been foreing itself
upon me that with the democratic suf-
frage which we now enjoy a second cham-
ber, constituted like the House of Lords
Is an anomaly. This has been Strengthened
by the unhappy chapter of accidents which
has turned the House of Lords from a
body of hereditary lawmakers, more or less
equally divided, into one great Tory organi-
zation entirely at the beck and call of a
single party leader. When the Tories were
in office, the power of veio was not ex-
ercized, but when the Liberals are in power
the veto is exercised at the dictates of the
Tory leader. That Is a danger to the Con-
stitution to which the Liberal government
is not blind, and they will not lose sight of
any measure which Is constitutionally pre-
sented to the country in this great anomaly
and peril to which It is exposed.

Here we have the singular spectacle of a
member of the House of Lords, himself a
hereditary peer, characterizing that body
as now constituted, as “an anomaly,” and
a menace toc the British Constitution. A
second time in the paragraph quoted he re-
fers to the present composition of the
House of Lords and its attitude towards
“an anomaly and  peril.”
There is reason to believe that the anomaly
referred to ig that of having a legislative
body composed almost wholly of hereditary
peers devoted only to the interests of their
class and entirely devold of any sympathy
with the people. Of course Lord Rosebery
does mot favor the abolition of the House
of Lords, but he is known to favor such
changes in its composition as will lessen
the strength of the hereditary element and
make it more responsible to the people.
In his speech in the House of Commons he
referred again to the House of Jord=s as a
“hereditary assembly.” Referring to the
question of home rule for Ireland he said:
“Lord Salisbury
country. We are not afraid to appeal to
the country when we think the time is
ripe, but we shall never concede to this
hereditary assembly the right to force a
dissolution.” No Prime Minister of England
ever asserted the Independence of the Com-

legislation as

wants to appeal to the

mons as against the attempted dictation of
the Lords in stronger terms than these.
From Lord Rosebery's repeated reference
to the Lords as a hereditary bhody it seems
inferrable that he will favor the election of
a certain number of members of the upper
house by the people, perhaps by the large
city constituencies, their term of office to
be for a fixed period or for life, but not
hereditary.

There seems to be an understanding on
this subject hetween the Prime Minister
and Sir William Vernon-Harcourt, Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer. 'The latter, in his
speech in the House, said that “Mr. Clad-
stone’'s last speech in regard to the House
of Lords was an inheritance for the party
and asserted that this question would prove
to be the greatest subject of the future.”
The new Ministry have already made it a
greater one than it was under Mr, Glad-
stone's leadership, and there is no mistak-
ing the significance of Sir Willlam’s decla-
ration that it would prove the greatest one
of the future.

On the whole, it looks as if Lord Rose-
bery Intended to make the constitutional
reformation of the House of Lords the ob-
jective point and leading question of his
term of oflfice. This will be good politics
as well as wise statesmanship. ILord Rose-
bery {8 wise cnough to see that a change
in the constitution of the House of Lords
is {nevitable, and by placing himself at the
head of the movement he can guide it and
gain for the Liberal party the credit of its
success., At the same time he may, by this
movement, galn enough strength in Eng-
land to maice good the defection of the
Irish members which is sure to come If
his polley on the home rule question does
not fully meet their expaectation,

While this article was being written a
eable bulletin anncunced that a motion to
atolish the House of Lords passed the
House of Commons yesterday, by a vote of
147 to 145, In spite of the opposition of the
government. This is a surprising event,
and its effect on the political =ituation may
be very marked. If it does not bring about
he resignation of Lord Rosebery and an
immediate appeal to the people it will, at
least. force him to show his hand &nd de-
fine his position on the question fully and
definitely. The situation thus suddenly cre-
ated by this surprising action of the Com-
mons is one of the greatest difficulty, and
will test to the utmoest the ability and the

leadership of the new Premier.

A SIGNIFICANT EXPRESSION,

The Northwestern Congregationalist, a
distinectively denominational paper drawing
its support from a religious element, recent-
Iy gave a symposium on *“The Next Step In
twenty-five

Antil-saloon Legislation.”™ As

well-kpown temperance workers, Including

pinisters, educators, temperance evange-
lists and members of temperance organiza-
tlons, have glven opinions, it may bé
assumed that the
bad thelr say. The one feature which seems
to color all of these opinions is either an
implied or dissatisfaction with
State-wide prohibition known as Malne laws.
The eVtor himself, Rev. J. N. Brown, de-
clares that *“‘the nonenforcement of pro-
hibitory laws has brought the attempt of
State-wide enforcement Into disrepute, ard
some sort of a change is now demanded."”
President Adams, of the University of Wis-

consin, says that “experience shows that it

“most advanced" have

avowed

is impossible to enforce laws with which
the preponderant opinions of the community
are not in hearty and unmistakable sym-
pathy.” Rev. David Beaton, pastor of Lin-
coin Park Congregational Church, Chicago,
says that “the passing of prohibitory laws
which cannot be enforced has gone far
enough.” Professor Monroe, of Oberlin Col-
lege, says he prefers a good county loeal
ontion law for a State like Ohlio to any
other form of temperance legislation. Prof.
Wright, of the same finstitution, says *if
county prohibition is impracticable, provide
for local option in cities, corporate villages
and townships.” Dr. Wayland Hoyt, pastor
of the First Baptist Church in Minneapolis,
declares In favor of “stopping legislation
and sternly insisting upon the enforcement
of existing laws.”

Such quotations as the above might be
multiplied, but those which have been given
are sufficient to show a change of opinion
on the part of many who have had special
interest in temperance work. A few years
ago they would not have expressed such
opinions regarding the value of radical
temperance legislation, but time has con-
vinced many of them that prohibitory legis-
lation, as a rule, has not promoted tem-
perance. One or two of those who are dis-
satisfied with State-wide legislation dllog-
fecally look to national legislation and na-
tional enforcement as a remedy, but more
favor local option, some form of the Gothen-
berg system and other schemes. These
views at the present time are significant,

THE SECRET BALLOT.

Less than four years ago the secret ballot
was Introduced into the elections of this
State. There was much doubt regarding its
usefulness. The extended law gave it a for-
midable aspect. The voter in 1890 took the
big blanket ballot and the curious little ink
dauber into the booth with trepidation. He
folded the marked ballot with great hesita-
tion. He left in doubt whether he had
voted as he desired, or had voted at all
The returns developed many mistakes. Since
that election the people of Indiana have
become famdiliar with\ the system. Those
who are consldered illiterate voters can tell
how to stamp a ballot, and he is classed as
a stupid man who cannot fold one with con-
fidence. The fact is, people have come to
like the secret ballot. Many would have a
pencil substituted for the Inker, but only
those who are commercially inclined would
g0 back to the old system. Indeed, It is
g0 much in favor that clubs, in the election
of officers, adopt the secret ballot. It is a
rew idea and suggests greater freedom.
Many men do not like to have it known
which of two friends on a ticket he favors
with his vote. In primaries, where there are
contests, the secret ballot will soon be called
for, because men do not want to have their
choice known, When voters become accus-
tomed to it the secret ballot will prove the
executioner of weak and unfit candidates.
Under the old system, if a man scratched
a ticket, it was generally known, and he
was marked, With the secret ballot tha
voter is the only one who can know the
Last October,
under the old system, Coy and some of Bz
assoclates could not have been defeated,
because scores of men always voting the
Democratic ticket could have been watched
and hrow-beaten. Next fall it Is the secret
ballot that the Bynums fear, and which will
make their defeat certain and overwhelming.
The system has now been adopted by nearly

marks which his ballot bears.

every Northern State, In one form or an-
other. The Republican Legislature of New
York will substitute the blanket ballot for
one which may be pasted. When properly
guarded the secret ballot system will tend
to prevent frauds under ordinary circum-
stances, because it takes time to vote and
the attention of the election officers Is called
to each man who enters a voting place. In
view of the freedom which the secret ballot
confers upon the individual it becomes par-
ties to make unobjectionable nominations
and to adopt policies which will commend
them to the judgment of the secret voter.

The aldermen of Brooklyn have voted to
override the order of Mayor Schieren refus-
ing to have an Irish flag displayed from
City Hall on 8St. Patrick's day.
go they have been guilty of a very silly
bit of demagogy. The Amerlcan flig is the
emblem of a great nation. As such it
should be enough to satisfy the patriotie
demands of any cltizen. If it is not enough,
and If he wants another flag which is the

In doing

emblem of another nationality or another
race, he is not wholly an American citi-
zen and may be suspected of a divided al-
legiance. What Irish or English or Ger-
man socleties may care to do is one thing;
but when any race demands that a flag
be placed beside the stars and stripes on
a public building It stands for something
which Is not of this country, but which
shares with it the loyalty and devotion
which can only be given to one nation and
to one government. The attention of the
American people has been called to this
matter very significantly at a time when
American jealousy has been excited by
various occurrencer. The American people
will sustain the Mayor of Brooklyn by a
large majority, and they have nothing but
rebuke for those persons who vote con-
demnation upon a public officer because he
maintains that one flag is encugh for the
United States.

It is estimated that a duty of 40 cents
a ton on iron ore is equivalent to 2§ per
cent. ad valorem. The duty on pig iron is
and on boller tubes it is
That Is, the
bill fixes the lowest duty on a finished ma-

22iy per cent,
only 20 per cent. Voorhees
terial and its highest on the very crudest,
In the Wiison blll the duty on the grades
of women's and children's gloves general-
I¥ worn has been Increased from 0 to %0
per cent., and on other grades the duty is
inereased from §$1L.05 a dozen to $£.75. On the
other hand, the duty has been reduced on
the
people.

grades of gloves worn by well-to-do

The offer of the Eraziiian Insurgents to
surrender on certain conditions was re-
fused by the government, and yesterday
afternoon the loyal forts and vessels opened
fire on the insurgents. This action of the
government savors of vindletlveness, Un-
der the proposed terms of surrender hostil-
itles would have at once and the
government would have recovered pos-
session of all the forts and vessels In the
hands of the rebels. The ouly condition

censed

was that the insurgent officers be allowed
to withdraw to a foreign country and that
the lives of the soldiers and sailors be
spared. The refusal of these terms and the
resumption of hostilities by the govern-
ment seems to Indicate that it is deter-
mined to push the fight to a finish and deal
as it pleases with the captured insur-
gents. South American governments are
not noted for their magmnanimity towards
rebels, and if Da Gama and his followers
are captured it will go hard with tham.

While half a dozen Democratic Senators
are clamoring for protection to the inter-
ests of their constituents, and while the
Senate finance committee is trying to de-
cide just how much protection it will give
this, that and the other interest, it may
be well enough to recall the tariff resolu-
tion of the Chicago platform. It says:

We denounce Republican protection as a
fraud, a robbery of the great majority of
the American people for the benefit of the
few. We declare it to be a fundamental
principle of the Democratic party that the
federal government has no constitutional
power to impose and collect tariff dutles
except for the purpose of revenue only.

If Republican protection is a fraud and
robbery of the great majority of the people
for the benefit of the few, what is Demo-
cratic protection?

It is inevitable that among 65,000,000 peo-
ple there should be a good many cranks
and fools, but it seems incredible that any
considerable number can be found so fool-
ish as to suppose that any good can be
accompilshed by marching in a body to
Washington and camping on the steps of
the Capitol till their demands are com-
plied with. This is what the Ohio crank
Coxey proposes, and he seems to be drum-
ming up quite a following. .he coolest
feature of the affair is the demand made
upon the Secretary of War by the com-
mander of a California contingent for trans-
portation and rations from Los Angeles
to Washington.

The sacred Senate made haste to resolve
that it wouldn't investigate itseif. Investl-
gation, even with a whitewash brush, would
have been wiser. The public, which is not
as deeply convinced as it once was of the
sacredness and impeccability of that body,
would be better pleased, even with the form
of an inquiry, than with a declaration of
virtue, while the odor of “sugar” still
clings to It

Inquirer: No. Notwithstanding the use
of the term In a contemporaneous mnsical
eriticlsm the Journal does not consider tha
word “inflexible’”” a proper adjectlve for de-
geribing a volce. Its meaning is not in
precise contradistinction to the word “flex-
ible” used as a musical phrass.

BUBDBLES IN THE AIR.

A Tonst,
Now, to the health of this fair land,
A bumper big we'll toss;
The land where every man’s a king
And every tenth a boss,

There Was No Fight.
Two carpenters got into a row,
I'm sorry to relate,
But when the first one took offense
The other struck a gait.

Carrying It Too Far.

“I like to sea a man think a good deal
of his home,” said old Mrs. Jason, “but
when he stays out all night to brag about
how happy a home he has, 1 think he {s
carrying his affection a little too far.”

The Spirit of Commercialism,

“The spirit of commercialism is ruining
our fair Southland,”” said the Colonel, as
he bit the end off a clove. “The Bugle of
Fresdom, a noospapah published in our
baillwick, last week referred to Major Ma.
rion a8 a horse thief and sympathizer with
Abolitionists. T'he Major sued the fellow
for libel, instead of kiliing him, as a gen-
tleman should. And for what reason? Sim-
ply because the Colonel has an attorney
employed by the year, and found it cheap-
er to sue the man than to pay the flne for
shooting him.”

SHREDS AND PATCHES,

A well-bullt coat is now better than a
well-bred parent.—London Truth.
Congress does a hepz uv good sumtimes

by skatterin’ to its respectiv homes —Jedge
Waxem.

Other people sometimes get tired of the

man who never gets tired of himself.—De-
troit Free Press.

It is remarkable how often the volce of
God agrees with Dr. Talmage's business
judgment.—Chicago Post.

It is tarnal hard to keep soul and body

together. But it is harder to keep your
mouth together.—Buffalo Courler,

Every man is in some sort a fallure to

himself. No one ever reaches the heights
to which he asplres.—Longfellow.

As between McKinley Republicans and
MecKinley Democrats, the people will al-
ways prefer the former.—Buffalo Courler
(Dem.) .

Muggins—Why do you call your stutter-
ing office boy “History?" Buggins—[Re-
cause he repeats himself.—Phlladelphia
Record. .

When the gunboat Machias is docked she
will be lengthened. When a horse's tall—

but why pursue the painful subject?—Phil-
adelphia Ledger.

It is a genuine pleasure to learn from the
Boston newspapers that Hon. Josiah Quin-
ey continues to place confidence in himself.
—Washington Post,

It 18 quite evident that ex-President Har-
rison’'s ideas of the Constitution were not

borrowed from Mr. Balley, of Texas,
—Washington Post.

The meeting of the National Republican
League convention In Denver, in June,
should act as a corrective to some of Gov,
Waite's antles.—Pittsburg Chronlcle-Tele-
graph.

So it was Grover himself who hauled
down the stars and stripes in Honolulu as

a delicate compliment to his “great end
good sister.”—Hochester Democrat and
Chronicle,

Yes, the passing of Congressman Breckin-
ridge is a great moral lesson, written in
sand, and washed out before another gen-
eration of pious suckers comes along,
—Louisville Times,

ABOUT PEOPLE
The founder of the A. P. A. Is H. F. Bow-

ers, of Clinton, Ia., a self-made lawyer, who
is now fifty-six vears old, Th: order was
organized in 1357,

Herr Von Blumencron, editor of the Vi-
enna Fremdenblatt, has just celebrated his
ninetieth birthday. He still actively works
in thz conduct of his paper. going to his of-
fice every day and working there several
hours at hard journalistic labor.

It is reported that when King Behanzin,
of Dahomev, found that escape from the
French was impossible, he summoned his
ag>d mother and saild to her: “1 am going
to surrender to France. My father must
know of it. You, therefore, shall see him
and tell him."” He thereupon had his mother
beheaded, while he calmly looked on, smok-
ing a pipe.

The women of Canada who subscribed for
a palr of horses, a sleigh, and furs as a
wedding gift to Princess May are highly in-
dignant that the horses’ talls were docked

before the gift was ship to England, and
have telegraphed to the Princess asking
her to refuse to accept the horses. They
propose to prosecute the partles responsible
for the docking.

The ex-Empress Bugenle, according to for-
e¢izn papers, has glven 1,000,000 lire (about
$20,000) as a bridal present to her nlece,
Princess Eugenie Lattia Bonaparte, who
hecame engaged to Prince Fabrizo Mussimo
o few days ago. The Princess is twenty-

AND THINGS,

one years old and the bridegroom twenty-
8iX. Princesg Eugenie is the second daugh-
ter of Prince Charles Bonaparte. Her eld-
est sister was marrizd a few years ago to
Lieut. Enrico Gottl, of the Italian army,

The American Tract Society, soon to erect
a twenty-story buliding in Nassua street,
New York, is one of the oldest bodles of the
kind in America. The soclety has been
eending out millions of tracts, books, leaflets
and the like through its long life, and some
of its publications have been more widely
circulated than almost any other printed
matter. The society sends a vast amount of
printed matter to the South, and takes a
special interest in the colored people of that
region. ;

Mrs. Willlam Tod Helmuth, who has been
elected president of Sorisis, Is hardly the
woman to please the “advanced” element,
for she distinctly disavows any bellef In the
general superiority of one sex to the other
and owes a great deal of her influence, her

knowledge and her liberality to her gifted
husband, who has made her his confidante,
his assistant and his other half on zll occa-
sions. When her election was announced
she had to be kissed by all the members,
and when It was over she is 3ald to have
remarked in a sly tone: “Well, men have
some advantages over us yvet,” .

Rev. H. R. Haweis writes thus about the
last days of Jennie Lind. In the autumn
of 1887 she left London and retired to her
house at Malvern. Her health had long

been failing. The air of the hills seemed to
revive her for a time, and one day in Oc-
tober, as she was driving in an open car-
riage, with the autumn leaves reddening

on either side and the distant hills ia front
of her, she leaned back very wearily and
humimed to herself, “O for the wings, for
the wings of a dove.” It was her swan
acng. Had Mendelssohn ever intended that,
I wonder? He could have written nothing
more typical of her aspiring life—nothing
more suitable to her peaceful death, That
was her last drive.

Let one mors attest,
I have lived, seen God's hand through a
lifetime, and all was for the best.

—Browning.

Faintly sweet and_tar away

As the smell of new-mown hay,
Comes the fragrancs, on the breeze,
Of the early straw-ber-rles,

—Detroit Free Press.
He used to be an Anarchist,
But now he dares not scoff;

Friends chloroformed him recently
And shaved his whiskers off.

—Washington Star,

WOMEN AND MASONRY,

A Deninl of the Stories About Women
Members of the Order.
Washington Star,

A pgentleman who is now residing In
Washington, but a former resident of %ort
Scott, and a member of Hugh De Payne
Commandery of that city, the Knights
Templar organization of which Mrs., Lease
says she is an accepted member, Is quite
amused at the prominence which is given
to the matter by people who know nothing
about Masonry. The gentleman, who is
quite a prominent statesman and politiclan
of Kansas, says the proposition s so0 ab-
surd on the face of it that it seemed hardly
necessary to deny it. “It is a good deal like
denyi that the moon is made of gzreen
cheese,”” he said, when he read in the Star
that the recorder of the Grand Comman-
dery of the Knights Templar of Kansas
had ordered the Hugh De Payne Command-
ery to Investigate and deny the truth of
the statements made. “‘Mrs. Lease |s fond
of notoriety,” the gentleman continued,
“and when she thinks that the papers are
forgetting her she springs some new sensa-~
tion on some guileless reporter, and forth-
with the world {8 paralyzed by some
new act of audacity of this alwanys
sentimental WOMmAN. Only = reporter
who was absolutely ignorant of Masonry,
or one who was pretty sure of being ahle to

11l the papers and the people would ever
mve sent the story out in the first place.
The idea that a person could stand at a
wicket at the very door of a Masonic lodge
and witness the proceedings is absurd on
the face of it. The further story that she
saw in that one evening the three degrees
conferred is too ridiculous to notice. By
a{:en-lal dispensation this can be done in less
than three months, but otherwise it takes
that length of time to take the three de-
grees, and only in extremely rare cases is
the dispensation granted. Mrz. Lease 1is
not member of Hash De Pavne Comi-
mandery. And the Lockport (N. Y.) lodge
repudiates her stutements that she obtained
the secrets of the order in that city. They
do it very neatly and conclusively by stat-
ing that for something over thirty yeara
no Masonic lodge room in that city has had
a wicket.

“Mrs. Lease's methods of getting at Ma-
sonic secrets reminds me of an Iincident
which took place in Indiana, where 1 was
living at that time. It took place a good
many years ago, and has been much ex-
ploited, I think. It happened in a little
town in the Hoosler State where the lodge
room was located in a double two-story
frame bullding. The other building was
used as a hotel. One of the boarders of this
hotel, also a woman, made the discovery
that the garret of the hotel building com-
municated with the garret of the lodge
building. and cooked uﬁ a scheme to get
on to the secrets of the order, In which
she was alded and abetted by the land-
lady of the hotel. There was no floor In
the garrets, so they dragged a
board up and laid it over the raft-
ers, and then, with penknlves, made holes
in the celling and were ready for business,
On the night of the lodge meeting *he two
women ciambered up to the garret to y=t in
before the lodge members assembled. The
landlady was called away to attand to
some household affalr before they zot over
to the second garret, so telling her boarder
to walt Tor her she hurried awav, promis-
ing to come back Immediately. She was a
long time away, and as the woman could
hear voices in the lodge room and feusred
that she would miss some of the show, she
concluded to get on over by herself. The
garret was uncomfortably low, and where
the two roofs came together almosl jm-
passable, but she got through despite the
fact that she was a woman of gooldly pro-
portions. In attempting to keep on the nar-
row board, which was all that intervered
between her and the plastering, she lest
her foothold and over she went. She
crashed through the ceiling of the lodze
room with a regular Comanche war whoop,
and, grabbing the rafters as she fell, hung
suspended like Mahomet's svord befare the
eves of the astonlshed Masons., It i no use
to try to pleture the amezemer: and con-
sternation of the Masons, much less the
feelings of the unfortunate woman. It was
necessary to send for a carpenter to cut
away the laths and other stuff before the
woman could b2 extricated from her dread-
ful predicament, Her (initiation into the
secrets of the order were not of a sufficient-
ly pleasant nature for her to make a second
attempt, and I have vet to hear of a woman
who has made a really successful attempt,

New Use for the Telephone.
Harper's Young People.

Here's a story of the telephone as it ia
used, or abused, in Russia. The use of
the instrument to intimidate prisoners Is
the Invention of a police inspector at Odes-
ga, A man was one day brought into the
police station, charged with having com-
mitted a serious robbery. The inspector
had some difliculty in proving the case,
and had recourse to an ingenious strata-
gem. He went to the telephone in an ad-
joining room and asked the clerk at the
central office to speak Into the Instrument
the following words in a solemn tone, “Ist-
no Smelianski, you must confess the rob-
bery: If you don't you are fure to be sen-
tenced, and your punishment will be all
the more severe.” He then sent for the
priscner and questioned him again, threat-
ening to appeal to the machine to get at
the truth. The thisf burst into a laugh,
but the inspector held the telephone to his
ear and gave the preconcerted signal. The
result was as expected. The rogue, terri-
fied by the warning uttered by the uncannvy
“machine,” at once made a clean breast of
it.

Sinte Ald for Good Ronds.
Harper's Weekly.

State ald to localities for any purpose is,
of ocourse, pen o grave objections. It
should be seldom vouchsafed, and never
except In exigent eases; but, after vears
of aglitation, good roads in New York have
glim prospects save as the BState assists
them. Massachusetts has found that State
aid and supervigsion are the only feasible
methods, New York will find the same, un-
less present slgns are defective. Certainly
if time be & factor in the problem—if good
roads are soon to be begun—State ald
must be given. While the press has been
algost a unit in their behaif, the highest
economic authorities have anproved them,
and the splendid highways of the old world
have been constant object lessons to the
new, comparatively little has here been ac-
complished. There has been much agita-
tion. with small results, TI'he argument Is
coneluded. Action should ensue. and un-
der the circumstanc:s—the need of prompt,
comprehensive and Intelligent action—the
proposition for State ald iIs entitled to con-
sideration.

Serenity Onee More.
Washington Star,

“l hope things are more peaceful in the
cholr than formerly," sald the pastor.

*Yes, sir,” replled the organist; *it's per-
fectly calm now.”

“I'm_glad to hear it How was peace
secur«=d7T"

“Everybody excepting myself resigned.”

DEBATE IN CONGRESS

Bland’s Seigniorage Bill Discussed
by Several Senators,

Amusing Colloquy Over the Printing of
a Populist “Bible” iu the Record—The
Sundry Civil Bill in the House.

WASHINGTON, March 13.—The proceed-
ings in the Senate to-day were of an ex-
tremesly uninteresting character. Without
the Intervention of any morning business,
except the presentation of a few petitions
and the Introduction of some unimportant
bills, the Senate took up the discussion of
the seigniorage bill. Senators Stewart and
Lindsay spoke In favor and Mr. Dolph
spoke in opposition to It, bolding that its
passage would destroy the existing equality

between gold and silver. The two new Sen-

ators, Mr. McLaurin, of Mississippl, and
Mr, Blanchard, of Louisiana, received their
committee appointments.

Mr. Stewart took the floor in support of
the Bland selgnio bill. He was unwill-
ing to have the bill amended, for he be-
lived that to return it to the House would
be fatal to it, Mr, Stewart delivered a silver
speech along the line of his well-known
theories,

Al the conclusion of Mr. Stewart's re-
marks, Mr. Palmer announced that the Sen-
ator from Kentucky, Mr. Lindsay, wished
10 speak on Lhe subject. As Mr. Lindsay
was absent, the Senats waited while a page
was dispatched to the committee rooms to
summon him. Senator Lindsay prefaced his
speech with the assurance that If he be-
lisved any of the unfortunate results so
freely predicted by the previous speakers
would follow the ¢ of the bill he
would be slow In giving it his support. His
brief expericnce In the Senate, however,
had convinced him that prophecles, espe-
cially on financial questions, were to be
treated with some doubt. If he believed
that the enactment of this bill into law
would bring the country to a single sliver
standard or would stand in the way of an
International agreement, he would hesitate
to give it his vote. According to his un-
derstanding, however, it simply provided for
the carrying out of the unredesmed sections
of the law of 18%. It went no further than
to provide that the colnage provisions of
the act of 18 should be carried out in
the next flve vears. He denled the asser-
tion made by Senator Sherman and others
that the bill permitted the issue of paper
money without security, saving that the
bill did not permit such an Interpretation
put on It by those Senators who looked for
the introduction into our currency of mere-
ly fiat money after the passage of this bill,

When Senator Lindsay took his seat Senne
tors Dolph and Mills jumped to their feet,
the latter to ask for an cxecutive session,
Mr. Dolph, however, was recognized, and as
he was primed for a speech and had been
walting since yesterday for an opening, he
declined to yield for a motion to go into
executive sesslon. Mr. Dolph thought that
those who were urging the passage of the
bill were doing so under false interpretation.
They were principally those members of the
Senate who favored the free colnags of sil-
ver. The bill was a reckless proposition to
Increase the coinage of standard silver dol-
lars or of silver certificates without any
adequate provision for their redemption, or
to maintain their equality with gold. The
bill was in direet confliet with th> declara-
tion of Congress made a few menths ago,
when the purchasing clause of the Sherman
law was repealed, that it was the poliey of
the government to maintain the parity of
gold and silver. He then gave an analytical
statement of the bill and showed its dane
gers and Imperfections.

THE POPULIST BIBLE.

An amusing interruption occurred to Mr.
Dolph’s speech. Mr. Dolph had referred to
a reply made by a Washington newspaper
woman In response to a fallaclous work

which was used, he sald, as a political
bible by the Populist party. Mr. Dolph an-
nounced that he would not read this reply
but would have it printed in the Record.

This brought Mr. Harrls to his feet with
an objection and a sharp debate followed.
Mr. arris said that nothing e¢ould bae
printed in the Record which had not been
uttered on the fioor, except by unanimous
consent, and he did not propase to allow
any book to be rublishad in the Record.

Mr. Dolph mildly remarked that it -sas
not a book, but a newspaper clipping and,
being pressed again and again for an estl-
mate of the amount of the space it would
take in the Record, refused to commit hime-
self, but said he would read it if desired,

“I don't like to put the Senator to this
trouble,” replied Mr., Harrls, sarcastically
“nor to delay the Senate at this hour, but
will not consent to 2any Senator dovetalling
a book in the Record.” .

“TI have left out as much of the article
as I could,” =ald Mr. Dolph.

“You should have left it all out,” ie-
torted Mr. Harris,-as he walked out of the
chamber,

Mr. Dolph continued his speech a few
minutes longer and had just announced that
he would print in the Record an extract
from a pamphlet entitled “Cheap Money,"
when Mr. Harris ~ame in again,

“Does the Senator intend to print a whole
library in the Record?' he asked. “If he
does, I want him to read it here so that
we may know what it s’

Senator Allison, of whom mention had
been made in connectiop with the ""Popu-
list Bible" just referred to, also injected an
objection to the publication of extracts, un-
less they were read. A brief discussion
took place as to whether the reading should
take place at once or to-morrow morning,
and it was finally agreed to let it take
place Immediately.

Mr. Doiph then started In to read in a
low monotone, when Mr. Hoar was heard to
remark that perhaps the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. Harris) would like to read the
papers and thus relieve the Senator from
Uregon.

This ralsed a laugF, which was increased
when Mr. Harrls replied, with marked em-
phasis: “I hardly think I will, but I refer
the Senator from Oregon tJ the Senator
from Massachusetts, who is an excellent
reader.”

Mr. Dolph had been standing In the alsle
hoiding the book in his hand during this
exchange of pleasantries, and when the dis-
cussion was over, began to read again in
the same monotonous volce, He had oot
read a dozen lines when Senator Hoar agaln
interrupted him to ecall attention, In a
humorous way, to the absence of a quorum
and suggested that it wouldn’t be courteous
to the Senator from Oregon to waste hia
powers on a hall empty Sennate, Aﬂ‘:'rrd-
ingly the roll was called and but thirty-six
Senators responded. Then, on motion of
Mr. Pasco, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE PROCEEDINGS.

Spirited Debate Over [tems in the
Sundry Clivil BilL
WASHINGTON, March 13. — The House
to-day began consideration of the bl
making appropriation for the sundry civil
expenses of the government and falr pro-
gress was made. Only three amendments
of any importance were adopled—one ap-
propriating $43,600 for lighting Hay Lake

Channel, another of $64,00 for the pubilo
bullding at Buffalo, and another of 90,00
for repairing the postoffice at New York.
The later was fought by the appropriation
committee. The only other amendment of
fmportance was one made by Mr. Morse to
cut off the appropriation for the Inter-
state-commerce Comnussion. '1‘th 1!;“—!&!-1‘:"1'
in whizh that porticn” of the appropris-
tlo for counsel ;fm ($154.000) was worded
led to a rather spirited debate in which Mr.
Cai non, of Ihinols, rather broad.yy inti-
pated that this appropriation had be_m
placel under the direclion of the "'“mm'-l'
sion instead of the Department of Justice
a8 heretofore, because of the criticisin
against Attorney-general Olney from ocers
taln quarters that he was In sympathy
with corporations. _

The Morse amendment precipiiated &
rather bitter attack from Mr Wise, who
had read an anonymous letter charging Mr.
Morse with cpposing the law from purely
selfish reasons in the intevest of the stove
polish concern of W hich he I8 Lhe proprie-
tor. When the sense of the House waa
t"‘"l"! u;.,h th+ '\i'l: Ra l'r e .‘Iltm 't was
overwhelmingly defeated by Mr. Halnes, o!
New York, who made the point of no
U0 agninst 1L
“‘:‘l.::iml«-: yrie adjournment Mr. Cummings
I;rpg..a;_'a-.] AR A ;-r:\‘llf'..'.!'-.l report from the
committes on naval affairs khis resolution
calling for information (rom the Secreiary
of the Navy reganding the violation of the
armor plate contracts by Carnegie. Phipps
& (o, which had gone to that committee
in the early part of the sess:on on Mr.
Stone's objection, The latter explained
that he had no personal knowledge regard-
ing the matter dealt with by the resalytion,
but he objected, in the absence of Mr. Dal-
zell, until he oould communicate wiln
Pittshurg. This he had done by telegraph
and had learned tha! there was no objec-
tion to the passage of the resolution on the
part of Carnegle, Phipps & Co. He had
seen many statlements In the newspapers
reflecting upon that company in connection
with these contracts, and while he knew
nothing personally about the matter, from
acquaintance with Mr., Carnegle and Mr,
Phipps he felt sure that a full investiga-
tion would exonerste themn from the charges
that they had made any atiempts to de-
fraud the wernment, If defective plates
had been aﬁiiwmi it was without thair
knowledge. The resolution was agreed O
and the House then, at b0, adjourned.




